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The Baldy Center promotes scholarship 
with an interdisciplinary twist 
" 
I
nterdisciplinary" - that word 
is the key to understanding the 
plethora of scholarship, teach-
mg and outreach that compris-
es the Baldy Center for Law 
and Social Policy. L ocated on the fifth 
floor of John Lord O 'Brian Hall , the 
c~nte~ has been a hotbed of acti vi ty 
smce It was created in 1978. 
"We're try ing to get a better fi x on 
law and legal institutions and how they 
fun cti on in society," says L aw 
Professor Dav id M . Engel , who has 
directed the cen-
Director Laura M angan, the institution 
has developed such offerings as: 
• Short courses - i ntensi ve, 
week-long, for-credit courses taught by 
v isiting scholars. Unique to UB L aw 
Schoof , the short cou rses have met 
wi th acclaim: " Some students," notes 
Engel, "have said this is the best edu-
cational exper ience they've ever had." 
Part of their success may be their infor-
mal ity. Scholars and students dine 
together and spend time in casual dis-
cussion as well as formal presenta-
ti ons. 
ter since 1992. 
(His predecessor 
was Barry B. 
Boyer , now 




• Co lloquia 
in which v isit-
i ng scho l ars 
present papers 
or debat e 
i ss ues in th e 
l aw and th e 
soc i al sc i -
ences. 
" The k i nd 
of work the cen-
ter has spon-
sored is closely 
associated w ith 
UB Law School 
as people know 
it all around the 
country and 
around the 




utation over the 
last 30 years for 
being willing to 
A member of the Buffalo Law School 
Class of 1910, Christopher Baldy 
was a distinguished attorney and a 
senior partner in the law firm that was 
to become Phillips, Lytle, Hitchcock, 
Blaine & Huber. Keenly interested in 
advancing higher education, he 
served as secretary of the University 
Council and was awarded US's high-
est honor, the Samuel P. Capen 
Award. Through his estate, he left a 
major bequest to the University that 
was used to endow the Baldy Center 
for Law and Social Policy. We are 
grateful for his lifetime support of this 
university and for his generous lega-
cy to the Law School. 
• Summer 
wo r ks h ops 
growing out of 




f erences o n 
l ega l i ss ues . 
Last fa ll t he 
cente r spon -
sored a confer-
ence directed 
by L aw 
take tliat kind of interdisciplinary look 
at things. It's based not only on law as 
an abstrac_tion, but on law as it actua lly 
operates m everyda y life. That 's the 
potnt that we want to examine and the-
orize ahout." 
Professor Nancy Staudt on tax policy 
in relation to race, gender and sexual 
orientation; and contributed to another 
direc ted by Phil o-sophy Professor 
Pablo deGreiff on drug policy. 
Jn addition, the Baldy Center pub-
lishes the j ournal Law & Policy, under 
the editorship of Psychology Professor 
Under Engel"s stcwarcbhtp, and 
the datly admrntstration of Assistant 
Murray Levine. 
That j ournal is j ointly edited by a 
professor from Great Britain 's Ox ford 
Uni versity , and Engel notes that k ind 
of global approach to scholarship is a 
linchpin of the Baldy Center 's work. 
" We ' re interested in enriching not only 
the interdisciplinary aspects of the L aw 
Schoo l commun ity, bu t we ' ve al so 
been very strong on international and 
global perspectives on legal issues," he 
says. " We've tried to infuse an interna-
tional component everywhere we can, 
even in the short courses we ' ve done 
on child ren 's issues. 
"We think this is a reall y impor-
tant way that legal studies are develop-
ing these days. It ' s almost impossible 
to think of things in a purely domest ic 
way." 
Baldy Center-sponsored research 
is organi zed in four maj or programs. 
each w ith a separate director. A brief 
review of each program- highli ghting 
a si ng le piece o f wo rk by w ay o f 
example- gi ves an idea of the breadth 
and depth of the Baldy experience. 
On the Children 's Side 
The Pr ogr am on Children, 
Fam ilies, and th e L aw, directed by 
Pr o fessor Murr ay L ev ine, tack l es 
issues of concern to fami l ies and their 
youngest member : the work of social 
service agencies, child ren in the legal 
system and coping w irh delinquency. 
Simon Singer, an associate pro fes-
so r of soc iology , has worked w i th 
Levine in study ing Persons in Need of 
Superv i sion - the state ' s term for 
juveniles in trouble for running away, 
chron ic tru ancy and the l ike - and 
their rates of recidivism. T hey found 
thar among the sen tencing opt i ons 
ava ilable to judges, adjournmen t in 
contemplation o f dismissal - in which 
the young offender has no criminal 
record if he keeps his nose clean for a 
period of time - best discourages a 
repeat of the offending behavior. 
That 's a " middl e g round" 
approac h - so mew here between a 
scolding and probation - that is gain-
ing favor in the courts, Singer says. 
"When the court intake people or pros-
ec uto rs say to people, ' Li sten, just 
don ' t do it again,' that seems to be less 
effective" than adjournment in contem-
plation of dismissal, he says. 
S inger says the Baldy Cente r 's 
financ ia l s upport he lped the 
resea rche rs sec ure additiona l s tate 
fundin g, money that bought s upplies 
and student research assistance. And 
he p raises th e cent e r 's mi ss ion: 
"What 's import ant is th at it provides 
an interdi sciplinary outlet for thinking 
about law, soc iology and many applied 
publi c pol icy iss ues. That 's quite 
import ant , espec ia ll y in thi s day and 
age when , fo r things to be relevant. 
there has to be an overlap across disci-
plines." 
The Way We Live Together 
In the Program on Community and 
Difference. directed by Law Professor 
Frank Munger. issues include how cer-
tain groups become disadvantaged or 
excluded within communities, and how 
law can work to promote or hinder that 
process. 
Through this Baldy Cente r pro-
gram, Munger has studied how fami-
lies at or below the povert y line sur-. 
vive. In Buffalo, he says. 25 percent ol 
resi den ts a re be low pove rt y level. 
defined by the U.S. Depa rtment of 
Labor as income of $ 14.000 a year for 
a famil y o f four. Nationwide. the fig-
ure is a ro und 18 percent. he says: 
"Poverty is a very deep and seriou s 
problem. 
''I'm interes te d in how people 
actually arc able to make it - by net-
work ing with famil y. by doing with 
les!> than they had before. by entering 
an ill eoal or underg ro und off- the-
record oeco no my, by poo li ng thei r 
resources in neighborhoods among 
friends or family. " 
Munger, who also teaches a cla~s 
in Poverty Law, says l.l e hop~s his 
work will result in a senes of biOgra-
hi es ex tended inte rv iews with a 
~ross-'sec tion of poor families . 'The 
. d , he says " is to put a face on 1 ea, ~ ' . . 
poverty and show the vanety of expen-
ence among the poor. Th~ message I 
ld ll.ke to oet across IS that these wou 0 • k bl le who are domg a remar a e are peop ld .th 
·ob of survivi ng, and wou ' WI a 
J d t amount of help, like to re-enter 
ml o es .'nstream of work and be se lf-t 1e 111<11 
sustaining." 
He notes that there are more poor 
le who have paying jobs tl~an who 
peop loyed _shatte ring the 
are un emp d " 
f the "welfare freeloa er stereotype o . · 
I Come 1nt o vog ue In that 1as 
I . ton and elsewhere. Was 1111g 1 · k abo ut people "We mos tly t In 
, e not working, who are undered-
who t~r "There are a whole ucated," he says. · 
. types It 's not JUSt an eco-lor of steieo . b Tl 
. d bate but a moral de ate. 1e 
nomic e · · d · ery Ine·'n 
I · (1as sh1fte Ill a v " whole 1 1111g • ' d 
f , e poor. you don t eserve way· I you r . d 
. But in fact. poverty IS a trage y 
help. s to 'I broad spectrum of that happen ' 
people.·· 
d . Cl•anges Everything Gen e1 · d' F. I Law Pro fesso r Lu cin ct In e~ 
. 1 Proo ram on Law, Gende1, d1rects 1 • e 1':' Work in thi s pro-d Socwl Po ICy. . 
an d. s crender issues 1n many or am stu 1e o . I· . 
"' . . ductive nghts. t 1e mtersec-
areas: ~ epi 0 .. d oender women in the · 1 race ,1n "' • . 
t1on ° . . and i sues o f viole nce work to Ice. 
. en and effecti ve responses agamst wom 
that violence. 
to Brenda Moore. an assistant ~rof~s-
(. . ·o(ooy. has taken a SOCIO-his-sor O SOCI o . . 





. . A111e1.1·can women 111 t e m1 I-Afncan- ' .. . . 
Specifically. the lu st g10up of tary - · .
1 to serve overseas 111 Wo1 d women · 1· 1· . ll .1n Army postal balt a 10n o Wa1 • ' 
. . d e-mail message to: 
(To JOIIl the newsgroup. sen °11 . 
1
. 11 , 111_,s~aoe \'hould read: · d Tl ji1·st l111e o t t ... · .~ • !tstsen•@uhvm.cc.bujfalo.e u. 1e I · 
SUB TWATCH-L.fo/lowed by your name.) 
850 African-American WACs who 
sorted mail in England and France. 
In an era when racial segregation 
was the norm in the U.S. armed forces, 
she says, these women confronted both 
racism and sexism within the military 
- but foun d they were we lcomed 
freely in the public establishments and 
private homes of the British and the 
French . 
Moo re in te rviewed 5 1 women 
from the battalion, traveling to every 
geograph ical reg ion in the United 
States. The resu lt is a book, To Serve 
My Cowury, lo Serve My Race: The 
Story of the Only African-American 
WACs Stationed Overseas During 
World War II (New York Un i.versity 
Press). 
"The more l lea rn ed about the 
women in this unit , the more I realized 
that their story needed to be document-
ed," she says. "Many of these women 
developed au intolerance to discrim i-
nation and took an aggress ive stance 
against it. Some of them returned to 
the U.S. with greater expectat ions of 
themselves. Many of them used the GI 
Bill to obtain undergraduate, and in 
some cases, graduate degrees. Among 
the women I interv iewed is a judge, a 
couple of a tto rne ys . and a former 
schoolteacher who earned a Ph.D. at 
Cornel l Uni vers ity. and retired as a 
professor of English. 
"'They came from all walks of life, 
from all over the country. Regardless 
of how di verse these women were . 
however, they were un ified against the 
social inequality which was exacerbat-
ed by the War Department 's laws of 
racial and gender segregation. There 
was a big thrust on the part of the War 
Departmem to ensure that the races did 
not, quote. "intermingle.· Members of 
the 6888th refuted the negative impli-
cations of these law ... 
Moore also has studied the chang-
ing face of the all-volunteer military. 
effects of its recent downsizing on race 
and gender represe ntation. and the 
changing roles of women within the 
am1ecl forces. Her current book project 
take~ another historical tack: She is 
exam in ing th e rol e!> of Japanese-
American women who served the U.S. 











The Rights of Humankind 
Th e Prog ram on H uman Rights 
Law and Po licy is d irected by Law 
Professor Virginia Leary and Political 
Science Professor Claude Welch. Its 
emphasis is on human rights, broad ly 
defined to include both civi l and poli ti-
ca l ri ghts and economic , social and 
cultural rights. 
A chance encounter at a Baldy 
Center short course led to a computer-
age application of this ancient philo-
sophical debate. Law student Scott T. 
Johnson, in conversation with Leary 
and Wel.ch, set out to establish a group 
to mon1tor the pe rformance of the 
In ternational Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia. This U.N. tribunal 
is gathering evidence and hearino the 
• b 
cases agams t Bosnian Serb so ldiers 
w ho a:e ~ccused of cr imes agains t 
human1ty m that country's long, ethni-
cally motivated civil war. 
So Johnson established Tribunal 
Watch, an Interne t newsgro up - a 
computerized mailing list of more than 
~ hundred human rights activists, polit-
Ical activists, attorneys and law stu-
dents interested in following the trials. 
Newsgrou p members - in Serb ia 
Australia. across Europe and throuah~ 
out the Uni ted States- have dis -
cussed the background of the cases the 
philosophy beh ind the genocide, ~ven 
shared reading lists. 
" It 's been a fascinating inte llectual 
and activist dialogue," Johnson says. 
He spent time last summer in The 
Hague, where the tribunal is located 
and is negotiating for electronic acces~ 
to the tria l proceedings and press 
re leases. He says part of the news-
group's mission is to ensure that the 
U.N. does its job. 
··we want this tribunal to suc-
cee~." he says. ··we're not just going 
to sit back and observe. we want to 
really get involved. It's really going to 
be a significant set of trials. They've 
got .a gr~at set of judges. and the prose-
cution 1s wonderful. lt ' s not just a 
show . . It isn't a joke. It real ly has 
potential , and we'd hate to see it 
messed up if the: U.N. pulls the plug on 
funding the tribunal. 
" We have a voil:e within this small 





he Do m es tic V io le nce 
C linic in the Uni versity at 
Buffa lo School of Law has 
rece ived more than $20,000 
in local-init iat ive fundin g 
fro m t he 
ti ve programs." says Dean Barry B. 
Boyer. 
Part of the Law School's Legal 
Assistance Program, the clinic com-
bines academ ic tra ining in domestic-
violence issues 
W es te rn New 
York de lega-
tion to th e 
New Yo rk 
State Leg is -
lature. 
The fund-
ing in c ludes 
$ 14,000 th a t 
was in-cl ud ed 
in las t yea r 's 
s tate budge t , 
but was frozen 
due to th e 
defic it a t t he 
end of the leg-
is la ti ve ses -
s ion , a nd 
$7,000 in this 
"This three-county 
study of responses 
by police and social 
service agencies to 
incidents of family 
abuse is putting us in 
a position where we 
will be able to say 
what works and what 
doesn't." 
w it h real-
wo r ld ex pe ri -
ence. 
S t ud en t s 
earn academi c 
c redit w hil e 
providing 
more than 150 
hours a week 
of free ass is-
tance to soc ia l-
se r v ice agen-
c ies a nd legal 
o ffices . includ-
ing the district 
at tor n ey's 
offi ces in Erie. 
N iaga ra a n d 
year 's budget. 
The money will be used to con-
tinue the c linic's wo r k in Erie. 
Niagara and Monroe count ies, said 
Suzanne E. Tomkins, clinic instructor. 
.. This three-county st ud y of 
responses by police and social serv ice 
agencies to incidents o f family abuse 
is putting us in a posit ion where we 
will be able to say what works and 
what doesn't. what kinds of interven-
tion make a difference in dealing with 
thi s p rob lem of violence agains t 
women. and how we can take our 
knowledge and convert it into effec-
Monroe coun-
ties : Ne ighborhood Lega l Services; 
Women 's Law Cen ter; Legal A id of 
Niagara County, and Haven House. a 
she lt e r for battered wo m en in 
Buffalo. 
They are involved in a variety of 
projects. such as compiling and edit-
ina a resource manua l on domestic 
e 
violence for Niagara County. ass ist-
ing law-enforcement agencies in eval-
m~ing their polic ies and working with 
the Eric Cou nty District Attorney 's 
Domestic Violence Unit. 
In Niagara County. s tud e nt s 
work in the district attorney 's office 
